The movie, The Wizard of Oz, is a useful tool in teaching high school students to think about symbolism within our daily lives.  There are so many teachable times in our day to day life that sometimes it becomes second nature to just think about.  The students themselves have no idea that something that they have watched in the past, and is considered part of our American Culture can be seen as completely historical (both past, and as so much recent).  

Having the students discuss and relate the characters of the movie to the stereotypes that are portrayed, along with the anti-stereotypes that are woven within the movie help all of the students to utilize their higher level thinking skills.
I used a variety of resources to help with my knowledge of this project, however, the assignment and the ideas that I use in class are ones that have been developed over the past years of teaching.  Some of the ideas have come from the students papers themselves.  It has surprised me how many students are able to see things that I have never even thought of until they bring it out in the context of their papers.   Each student is responsible for a 4 – 6 page paper.  We take one day of discussion, 2 days to watch the movie, one day of in class brainstorming (paper outlining), and then they have 5 school days to type.  Any student that wishes to work on their papers at home, I email their work to them, and they email it back to me the following day.  

This project uses media, technology, writing, not to mention all of the historical ideas that are interwoven between the 

The Major characters – 

Dorothy – 

Scarecrow –

Tin Man –

Cowardly Lion –

Munchkins – 

Wicked Witch of the West –

Good Witch of the East –

Yellow Brick Road –

Wizard –

Flying monkeys –

Emerald City –

Twister –

Talking trees –

